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Many immigrants of Asian heritage came
to the United States in the nineteenth cen-
tury to work in the agricultural and transpor-
tation industries. Laboring under very dif-
ficult conditions, they helped construct the
western half of the first transcontinental rail-
road. Their hard work was invaluable in link-
ing together the East and West coasts, thus
vastly expanding economic growth and devel-
opment across the country. Over time, other
immigrants journeyed to America from East
Asia, Southeast Asia, and the Asian Subconti-
nent. Today, Asian/Pacific Americans are one
of the fastest growing segments of our popu-
lation, having increased in number from
fewer than 1.5 million in 1970 to approxi-
mately 10.5 million in 2000.

Asian/Pacific Americans bring to our soci-
ety a rich cultural heritage representing
many languages, ethnicities, and religious
traditions. Whether in government, business,
science, technology, or the arts, Asian/Pacific
Americans have added immeasurably to the
prosperity and vitality of our society. As fam-
ily members, citizens, and involved members
of the community, they reinforce the values
and ideals that are essential to the continued
well-being of our Nation.

Diversity represents one of our greatest
strengths, and we must strive to ensure that
all Americans have the opportunity to reach
their full potential. By recognizing the ac-
complishments and contributions of Asian/
Pacific Americans, our Nation celebrates the
importance of inclusion in building a brighter
future for all our citizens.

To honor the achievements of Asian/Pa-
cific Americans, the Congress, by Public Law
102–450, has designated the month of May
each year as ‘‘Asian/Pacific American Herit-
age Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 2001, as
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month. I
call upon the people of the United States to
learn more about the contributions and his-
tory of Asian/Pacific Americans and to cele-
brate the role they have played in our na-
tional story.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 9, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 10.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
Burdensharing in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization
May 7, 2001

Dear Mr. Chairman:
Pursuant to section 3(2)(B) of the Senate’s

resolution of April 30, 1998, providing its ad-
vice and consent to ratification of the Proto-
cols on the Accession of Poland, Hungary,
and the Czech Republic to the North Atlantic
Treaty of 1949, I hereby transmit to you the
report concerning NATO membership,
burdensharing in the Alliance, and other
matters.

The report is comprised of two sections
that provide the required information to the
extent that such information is available. An
unclassified section covering common NATO
budgets, national defense budgets, costs in-
curred to date in connection with the mem-
bership of Poland, Hungary, and the Czech
Republic, and the status of discussions con-
cerning NATO membership for Partnership
for Peace countries. A separate, confidential
section covers NATO members’ capabilities
to deploy and sustain combat forces and the
adequacy of European defense budgets to
meet the requirements of NATO force goals
and capabilities initiatives.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; John W. Warner, chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Armed Services; Ted Stevens, chairman,
Senate Committee on Appropriations; Henry J.
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Hyde, chairman, House Committee on Inter-
national Relations; Bob Stump, chairman, House
Committee on Armed Services; and C.W. Bill
Young, chairman, House Committee on Appro-
priations. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 8.

Remarks Honoring the Small
Business Person of the Year
May 8, 2001

Thank you very much. Be seated, please.
Welcome to the people’s house for the Small
Business Person of the Year Award cere-
mony. It’s an honor for me to be here. Can’t
wait to find out who won. [Laughter]

John, thank you very much for hosting this
event. It’s good to see Members of the
United States Senate here—Senator Bond
and Senator Shelby, strong advocates of
small-business growth in America. Welcome,
Senators.

It’s good to have Don Manzullo here, as
well as Frank Mascara. Thank you all for
coming. Congressman, thank you for being
here, as well. It’s an honor to have Members
of the United States Congress who care
deeply about making sure that the environ-
ment for small-business growth is strong and
positive in America. These Members under-
stand what I know: The role of Government
is not to create wealth; the role of Govern-
ment is to create an environment in which
people who have a dream of owning their
own business are able to do so if they’ve got
the good idea and are willing to work hard
for it.

We’ve had some pretty negative news re-
cently about employment figures. But one
thing Congress must always remember is that
to make sure that the employment figures
improve, we must remember that small busi-
nesses create most of the new jobs in Amer-
ica, and therefore, we’ve got to put forth
good policy that encourages the entrepre-
neurial spirit to flourish. And I can’t think
of better policy than to reduce all the mar-
ginal rates of income tax.

We’re getting a budget about done. And
then we’re going to have to figure out the
details of the tax policy, and you can help.
You can help by reminding Members of the
United States Congress, both in the Senate

and the House—you don’t have to remind
these, because they already know what I’m
about to say—but that all rates need to be
cut.

We don’t need any targeted tax cuts. That
means Congress gets to pick. Some people
get tax cuts; some people don’t. That’s not
fair; that’s not the American way. If you pay
taxes, you ought to get relief. And the Con-
gress needs to hear this, as well, that many
small businesses in America are unincor-
porated. They are sole proprietorships. They
pay rates on the personal scale. And by cut-
ting that top rate from 39.6 to 33 percent,
we encourage entrepreneurial growth in
America; we encourage small-business for-
mation.

We’re saying that we understand the
power of small business in America, the im-
portance to the future of this country, and
by letting small-business owners keep more
of their own money, it’s good for America.
Congress needs to hear that message, that
this tax cut is good for small-business growth.
And you can help.

I found out voices make a difference up
here in Washington, particularly when
they’re calling on the phone saying, ‘‘Let’s
get something good done on the tax cut. Let’s
make sure you understand growth—a pro-
growth environment.’’

And there’s another place you can help,
too. And that’s on getting rid of one part of
the Tax Code that’s incredibly unfair to
small-business people, and that’s the death
tax. The death tax is unfair.

People need to hear from you. They need
to hear it’s unfair to tax a person’s assets
twice, once when they’re building the asset
up and then when you try to pass it on to
your heirs. People work in the small-business
sector—you know this as well as I do—to
build something up to leave it to maybe a
son or a daughter. Nothing more prideful for
people than to work their life and to be able
to say to a son or a daughter, ‘‘Here’s the
business. You go run it now. You take it to
new heights.’’

But that’s not the way our—that’s not the
way this Tax Code works. It says, when you
pass on, your heirs are going to have to pay
an incredibly high tax. It’s especially oner-
ous—this death tax is especially onerous on
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